Jacques Germans
67 - 59 214 Street
Bayside, NY 11364
718 224 8477 - fax: 503 210 1575 + e-mail jgermans@ecomitd.com

January 11, 2002

Attomey General John Ashcroft
US Department of Justice, 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001

Dear Attorney General Ashcrott:

I am wnting in support ot the Microsoft antitrust settlement. I do not believe
protracted litigation, or the mmposition ot punishment beyond the terms of the agreement,
such as breaking up the Microsott Corporation, will serve the best interests of anyone.

As a computer consultant, I believe open competition 1s beneficial to consumers,
and to our econormy as a whole. Microsoft has been a fierce competitor in the market place,
and has prospered as a result. This has been good for consumers. However, if Microsoft
violated any antitrust laws mn their business practices, that behavior should be rectified.  So
long as the settlement agreement provisions rectify any actions that violate the laws, the
settlement agreement should be approved, and the litigation should end. I believe the
settlement agreement contains such provisions. Specifically, the creation of a three person
technical commuttee to monitor Microsott's business practices, and Microsoft's agreement to
share internal operating mformation with its competitors, will go far n ensuring compliance
with antitrust laws.

Turge you to support the settlement agreement. In these trying economic times, 1t 1s

important for Microsoft, and the computer industry as a whole, be free to focus on
business, rather than lawsuits.

Sincerely,

Jacques Germans
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